
*SCOLA Advisory Council Meeting Minutes 
 

September 4th, 2018 
 

 

Topic 
 

Discussion 
 

Outcomes 

Attendance 

 
Sister Grace, Father O’Connor, Father O’Brien, Juan David Ochoa, Ed Falterman, Carlos 
Feliz, Linda Sanchez and Peter Crasto-Donnelly 
 

 

Open in Prayer 

 
All shared an opening prayer for leaders of church councils. (No name specified for the 
prayer). 
 

 

Father O’Brien 

 
Father O’Brien was welcomed to the table. Father O’Brien is the new Pastor of Blessed 
Sacrament and took the opportunity to introduce himself and get to know each of the 
members around the table.  
 

Welcome Father! 

Confidentiality 
Reminder 

 
Peter reminded those present that as the Advisory Council becomes more established, 
Father and Sister may use the Council to discuss more sensitive issues. Keeping Advisory 
Council discussions confidential will make it easier to talk about difficult issues, which is 
more helpful for Father and Sister.  
 

 

Pope Francis Movie 
Event 

 
Felix purchased a copy of the movie “Pope Francis: A Man of His Word” for the Shrine 
Church. The movie will not be available until December 4th. It was suggested and agreed 
upon that Lent would be a good season to hold an event. (Lent will not begin until after 
March 6th.) Since the movie is in Spanish with English subtitles, it would be a good 
opportunity for both communities to come together.  
 

We will plan an event during 
Lent for the entire parish. We 

are considering holding a 
conversation after the movie 

as a reflection.  

Logo’s 

 

The Parish needs a logo for the website and for official documents. Felix shared a 
collection of different logos and presented them to the group. Each member of the group 
initialed by the logo or logos that they preferred.  

Felix will take the 
recommendations and create a 

second set of logos for 
approval. 

 
 



MyParish App 
 
The MyParish App has been discontinued due to cost reasons.  
 

 

Website 

 
Felix has secured a domain for another website and is working with Tammy Crasto to 
transfer all the information from one to the other. The website will have the following 
features/benefits: 

● The website is mobile and tablet friendly.  
● It will feature professional photos of our church.  
● A calendar that we are hoping to sync with an office calendar so that we can have 

meeting times for all of our groups in one location. Also, all updates to the office 
calendar would automatically update the website calendar.  

● A version that is completely translated into Spanish. 
Some notes:  

● There is the potential to create a section of the website dedicated to the history of 
the church, and an opportunity for members of our parish to get involved in this.  

● The website will need to be updated by a team of individuals. Tammy Crasto will 
continue to update it, and there is the potential that we can have a volunteer from 
University of Albany translate parts of the website into Spanish.  

 

Felix will continue to work on 
the website and will let us 
know when it is ready to go 
live.  

Church Internet 

 
Felix is currently securing quotes from other internet providers to see if we can get faster 
speeds for a lower price. Currently we only get 3MB of speed along with two phone lines 
and a fax line for around $200/month. He has looked, or is looking into Comcast, 
Spectrum, Flashlight, Megapath, Localnet and Ronco. One of the difficulties is that, 
because we live in a poorer neighborhood, we have to pay higher prices. Felix was also 
asked to reach out to UAlbany, since they are close by, to see if they have any suggestions.  
 
 
 

Felix will send these quotes to 
Father, Father and Sister and 
they will make a decision.  

Facebook 

 
Peter and Felix looked into the concerns discussed at the last meeting regarding a 
Facebook page. We would be able to moderate comments if an “argument” were to occur 
on the page. However, we will not create Facebook Page at this time due to working on the 
website.  

 

 
 



 

Finance Committee 

 Last meeting it was suggested that we form a Finance Committee to look into the parish 
finances and make suggestions to the Advisory Council. Sister Grace has reached out to 
our volunteer accountant to get some information for the first Finance Committee meeting. 
Steward Hubbard, Carlos Feliz, Maria Feliz and Peter Crasto-Donnelly. The committee 
will look into the envelope system, cultural views on giving and possible fundraising 
events.  

The first Finance Committee 
meeting will be October 8th at 

6:30PM.  
If you have suggestions for 
who should be a part of the 
committee, please send their 
names to Father or Sister.  

 
Advisory Council 
and Committee 

Meetings 
 

Individuals will be invited to be a part of the Advisory Council or the Finance Committee, 
with the blessing of Father or Sister.  
Advisory Council will meet every other month, with Finance Committee (and potentially 
other committees as we grow) meeting in the off months.  

 

Safety at the Shrine 
Church 

 
We have had two individuals of concern in the past few weeks during both masses, both of 
whom face mental health concerns. There will be follow up to determine the best course of 
action.  
The following steps were discussed toward resolving these issues: 
 

● Father will make two announcements for the parishioners: 
o He will ask parishioners not to give money to those that ask, because doing 

so encourages them to come back and ask for more. Instead, there are other 
community resources that these individuals can take advantage of.  

o He will inform parishioners that he discussed safety concerns with the 
Advisory Council and that members of the Council are working to take 
steps to keep our parish a safe place of worship.  

● The altar gates will now be closed after communion and certain members of the 
parish will be identified to respond in case there are continuing issues 

 

These ideas were suggestions; 
Sister, Father and Father will 

meet with the appropriate 
parties as needed to come up 
with and implement a plan.  

Next Meeting Wednesday November 7th at 6:30PM   

Close in Prayer Ed Falterman led the group in “The Prayer of St. Francis.”  

   
Minutes by Peter Crasto-Donnelly 

 
 


