
 
 

Fr. O’Connor’s Homily-  March 17, 2019 

Gn 15:5-12, 17-18, Phil 3:17—4:1, Lk 9:28b-36 

 
 
Jesus wants to change us, to transform us! 
 
We celebrate the Feast of St. Patrick today, the patron saint of Ireland. 
 
The boy we know as Patrick was born around 340 A.D. in a small town on the west coast of Britain.  When he 
was a teenager, mercenaries, pirates kidnapped him and brought him to pagan Ireland where he was sold into 
slavery to a farmer on the west coast.  It’s there that he spent the next six years of his life, much of it as a 
shepherd alone in the cold, wet hills.  He believed he would be a slave for life. 
 
During those six years of harsh slavery, while out on the hills with the sheep, Patrick began to change.  While 
following the sheep through the mountains and hills, he started to hear the silence and began to sense, to hear 
the presence of God.  He began to pray and even to forgive his master. 
 
One night on the hillside he had a dream.  He heard a voice telling him, “Your ship awaits.”  Some nights later 
he had another dream in which he was told where to go. 
 
Patrick escaped and returned to his home in Britain.  He was welcomed with great joy.   He had been 
transformed into a man who had been touched by God.  He was safe at home. 
 
Soon after he had another dream.   In the dream he received a letter entitled, “The Voice of Ireland.”  Then he 
heard a chorus of voices singing, “Holy boy come back and walk among us.”  He knew that God was calling 
him to Ireland. 
 
He returned to Ireland and became the great Apostle of Ireland.  He had been transformed by God’s love and 
grace- in the SILENCE. 
 
In the Gospel today we hear the story of Jesus on the mountain.  He is transfigured.  “His face shines like the 
sun.  His clothes become as white as light.” 
 
It is our belief that Jesus wants to transform every one of us.  The life we are living is a preparation for our own 
transformation.  But of course our life here is no picnic.  We are sometimes, perhaps often on the hillside with 
Patrick, we are with Jesus in His garden of agony.  But there is glory for us.  It shows up even now. 
 
St. Paul tells us is today’s reading from Philippians,  God “Will change our lowly body to conform with His 
glorified body.”  In another place he tells us, “We shall all be changed.  We shall see Him as He is.” 
 
The monk Thomas Keating, who died a few short months ago, encourages us to enter into interior silence which 
leads to the awareness of Jesus’ risen life.  He left us with a method called Centering Prayer.  We have silence 
within us.  We have the glory of God within us. 
 
Soon we will receive Jesus in the Eucharist.  Let His presence be transformation for you.  Listen to Him-speak 
with Him.  
 
 


