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As I read this Gospel over and over again I thought to myself,  “What am I ever 
going to say to you?”  But then it dawned on me, this the Gospel of the “second 
chance”. 
 
Have you ever had an experience in life which you regret, which you wish you 
could take back, something you have said or done?  For example a failed marriage, 
the alienation of a son or daughter, sister or brother friend or neighbor?  A 
misunderstanding about money, a hurt which you refuse to let go of, to forgive? 
 
Well today God is giving you a second chance.  “Sir leave it for the year, it may 
bear fruit in the future.” 
 
James Colaianni tells this story.  A rather famous painting shows a young man 
playing chess with the devil.  They are playing for possession of the young man’s 
soul.  The painting portrays the devil as having made a brilliant move.  Chess 
players who study the arrangement of the chess pieces in the painting feel 
immediate sympathy for the young man.  He has been led down a blind alley with 
no exit. 
 
Paul Murphy, a farmer and world class chess player, became intrigued by the 
painting.  One day while studying the arrangement of chess pieces, he saw 
something that no one else did.   Excitedly he cried out to the young man in the 
painting, “Don’t give up!  You still have an excellent move to make.  There’s still 
hope.” 
 
All of us to some extent are like the young man in the painting, like the fig tree in 
Jesus’ parable.  All of us have probably arrived at a point of being in a “no win” 
situation.  Perhaps today someone here is at such a point.  Perhaps some 
relationship threatens to destroy everything we believe in.  Perhaps some problem 
has led us down a blind alley that seems to be a dead end. 
 
Because of Jesus we are never doomed.  We always have one more move to make.  
There’s still hope for us. 
 
Our God is a God of 2nd chances and 3rd and 4th chances. 
 


