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Divine Mercy Sunday 
 
 
Two of the most beloved saints in recent memory are Mother Teresa of Calcutta and the “Little Flower”, St. 
Thérèse of Lisieux.  It’s said that during the First World War French soldiers carried pictures of the Little 
Flower into battle with them.  Our deacon, Gene McNamara loved her.  Mother Teresa is dearly loved. 
 
They both had strong, inspiring faith and a deep sense of intimacy with God.  But as their lives went on the faith 
of both of them was deeply challenged. 
 
In the final months of her life, as she was dying from Tuberculosis, St. Thérèse experienced emptiness, a great 
darkness which was even more painful than her Tuberculosis. 
 
When Mother Teresa was a younger nun she had a brilliant revelation from God that led her to her marvelous 
ministry to the dying in the streets of Calcutta.  When her writings were published it became known that she had 
spent many years of her service in a dark night. 
 
St. Thomas, in today’s Gospel, refuses to believe that Jesus was alive without seeing Him, “Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into his side I will not believe!” 
 
Where are you with faith?  Well you’re here today.  Have you ever struggles with faith?  It seems nowadays that 
it’s hard for our youth to believe.  Many of them give faith little attention.  Even adults can struggle with faith, 
especially in hard times. 
 
But in the final book of the New Testament Jesus declares, “Behold I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone 
opens I will come in and have supper with her and he with me.” 
 
Here’s what I believe about faith; faith is not a feeling, not understanding or comprehension.  It’s not 
memorized truths or lists of prayers.  Faith is about God being present to us and our being available.  It’s about 
opening the door of our hearts to Jesus. 
 
Could you help me sing this song?  “When you walk through a storm hold your head up high and don’t be 
afraid of the dark.  At the end of the storm is a golden sky and the sweet silver song of a lark.  Walk on, walk on 
with hope in your heart and you’ll never walk alone, you’ll never walk alone, you’ll never walk alone.” 
 
Today is being observed as Divine Mercy Sunday.  This observance was begun by Pope St. John Paul II who 
had a great devotion to St. Faustina, a Polish nun who lived in the years before World War II.  She experiences 
wonderful revelations of God’s mercy.  We read about Jesus’ tender mercy in today’s Gospel.  Thomas refused 
to believe but Jesus did not shun him, did not cast him out. 
 
“Put your finger here and see my hands…bring your hand and put it into my side, do not be unbelieving but 
believe.” 
 
Jesus does not hold the denial of Thomas against him.  Tenderly, mercifully ,He reaches out and forgives 
Thomas. 
 
How mercifully Jesus reaches out to each of us no matter how horrible our sin may be; infidelity, abortion, 
violence.  No sin is too great to be forgiven.  Jesus loves to forgive. Permit Jesus to let you out of prison.  Come 
to Him for His forgiveness and peace.  


