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A few years ago, there was a wonderful concert in Central Park in Manhattan.  The highlight of the evening was 
the song “Time to Say Goodbye” sung by Sarah Brightman and Andrea Bocelli. It was truly beautiful and the 
audience was clearly touched. 
 
Today’s Gospel is taken from Jesus’ farewell to His Apostles.  It is time for Him to say goodbye to them.  He 
tells them, “I am going away.  Don’t let your hearts be troubled or afraid.”  But of course, they are troubled and 
afraid.   
 
Four year old Marion shouted and jumped for joy each noon when her mother came home for work on her lunch 
break.  Her mother would pick her up at the neighbor’s.  They’d hurry home, eat lunch and play together.  But 
Marion would become hysterical when her mother left again after lunch. 
 
One day her mother stopped coming home for lunch.  Marion was saddened and wondered why her mother 
stopped coming.  She wondered whether mother still loved her as much. 
 
Years later, Marion learned that her mother still came home for lunch each day.  She even sat at the kitchen 
window eating her lunch watching Marion play in her neighbor’s yard. 
 
All the while she wanted to be with Marion, especially when she cried.  But she believed it was necessary for 
Marion’s good, for her growth and development. 
 
Now back to our Gospel.  Jesus knew he must go.  He knew his disciples would be distressed and fearful.  And 
so He told them, “It is better for you that I go.”  Only then would His father send the Holy Spirit to help them 
grow and develop in new ways.   
 
What is true of four year old Marion, what is true for Jesus’ disciples, is true for us too. 
 
Have there been times in your life when God seems to abandon you?  Have there been times in your prayer 
when you experienced deep peace, but other times when nothing seemed to happen, when God was far off?  
Have there been times when your faith was solid but now seems weak?  
 
Have there been times when your religious commitment was strong but other times when you got so little joy 
from your faith? 
 
The truth is that God makes His home within you, us.  Jesus, Himself, felt abandoned by His Father as He hung 
on the cross. “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” 
 
Jesus tells us, “If anyone loves me, my Father will love her (him) and come to her (him) and make our home 
within her (him).” 
 
Just as in the life of Marion there comes time for a deeper friendship with God, time for spiritual growth.  
 
It’s time to realize prayer is far more than a feeling. In fact, our best prayer may happen when our heart seems 
to turn to stone.  It is then that we pray in faith. 
 
Faith is not a feeling.  It’s a choice, a commitment.  It’s saying yes to God even though we don’t feel His 
presence much as Mother Teresa didn’t feel God’s presence for years.  
 
We pray, we believe because Jesus’ Spirit truly breathes in us, loves us, empowers us. 
 
Listen to Jesus once again, “I am going away and I will come back to you.”  “Time to say goodbye.” 


