
Fr. O’Connor’s Homily – July 7, 2019 
 
In today’s Gospel Jesus does something unusual.  He had attracted people to Himself who had 
recently left their fishing nets and farming tools.  They were simple uneducated people, 
unprepared for what was to come.  He gives them this huge mission, “Go on your way, I am 
sending you out like lambs among wolves.  Don’t take any money.  When you enter a house say, 
Peace be with you. Do not move from house to house.  Cure the sick.  Tell them, The Kingdom 
of God is at hand.  If they don’t receive you shake the dust from your feet.” 
 
Jesus’ method was similar to that of a swimming instructor who throws his students into the 
water.  His disciples were totally unprepared. 
 
They came back to Jesus so full of joy.  “Lord even the demons are subject to us because of your 
name!” 
 
Jesus responds, “I have given you power to tread upon serpents and scorpions and upon the full 
force of the enemy.” 
 
In recent years, Pope Paul, Pope John Paul II and now Pope Francis, have been speaking to us 
about the “New Evangelization”.  You and I have heard that the Good News of Jesus healing 
mercy, the love of His heart must touch our world through YOU, your hands, your heart. 
 
But you might say, “I don’t know how to be Jesus’ merciful presence in my world.”  But you 
really do have the Holy Spirit within you.  You are guided, you are filled with God’s healing 
power. 
 
The other day I cut a corner too short and ruined one of my tires.  I took my car to the garage and 
Mark replaced my tire and charged me nothing.  I was really touched, evangelized by his 
kindness. 
 
So I say to you:  Have confidence!  God’s merciful healing power is with you, within you. 
 
Remember these words of Jesus at the Last Judgement. 
 
I was hungry and you fed me 
I was thirsty and you gave me drink 
I was a stranger and you welcomed me 
I was naked and you clothed me 
I was ill and you cared for me 
I was in prison and you visited me 
 
So go ahead, go out there, jump in the water! Go into your own home with divine love. Take the 
Eucharist for your strength! 
 
 
 


