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Parry O’Brien was an Olympic shot put champion.   Parry’s father tells this story about his son.   
 
One day in high school, Parry took 2nd place in a school meet.  He was convinced that he could 
throw the shot-put better but he couldn’t figure out what he was doing wrong. 
 
At 3 o’clock the next morning, Parry’s father was awakened from sleep by a series of thuds 
outside.  He went to the window to see what was going on.  There under the street light was 
Parry throwing the shot.  His father called out to him, “What on earth are you doing at this 
hour?”  Parry replied, “ I was lying awake trying to figure out what it is that I am doing wrong.  
I got an idea and I couldn’t wait until morning to figure it out.” 
 
During the eight weeks I spent recuperating at the Sisters of Mercy Mother House, I spent lots 
of time reading and praying and dreaming.  I read an absolutely marvelous book by David 
Brooks titled The Second Mountain and 3 or 4 others.  I read a wonderful article about 
Marriage Ministry in a large New Mexico parish.  I thought to myself I wish I could bring these 
dreams to our parish.   
 
Today’s Gospel takes a strange twist.  After Jesus tells a story about a dishonest steward,  He 
praises the steward for his cleverness.  Could it be that Jesus is recommending dishonesty?  
Stealing?  Not at all!  But Jesus is praising his cleverness and states bluntly that the children of 
light could use some of his cleverness. 
 
When I entered the seminary 65 years ago, the Albany diocese had more than 200 parishes.  
Now we are down to 125.  We had plenty of grade schools and high schools.  Now are 
numbers are far depleted. 
 
On Saturday of this week, a group of our parishioners are going to meet to continue Strategic 
Planning for our parish. 
 
According to Wikipedia, Strategic Planning is an organization’s process of defining its strategy, 
or direction and making decisions on allocating its resources to pursue this process.  It may 
also extend to control mechanisms for guiding the implementation of the strategy. 
 
So I hope we are taking Jesus’ recommendation in today’s Gospel.  Hopefully we are using the 
gifts God has given us to advance His marvelous Kingdom of peace and light. 
 
Please dream along with me.  Please pray that we will have God’s wisdom. 
 
  


