
Fr. O’Connor’s Homily, December 29th 2019 
Feast of the Holy Family 

 
The economy is strong, unemployment is the lowest it has been in years.  Although, we have no 
idea when the next financial crisis will occur. 
 
What is really startling is that more than 40% of babies born in our country are born outside of 
marriage.  What does that tell us? I think that means we are in big trouble.  I find this to be very 
disturbing.  What about you? 
 
The first thing I would say to you is no matter what, don’t give up on your children or 
grandchildren. God is love.  Your family needs your love. 
 
Jesus spoke about marriage, “For this reason, a man shall leave his father and mother and cleave 
to his wife.  They are no longer two but one flesh.” 
 
Today’s Gospel describes the loving relationship of Joseph and Mary in their marriage. 
 
If love, if God’s love is going to touch and form children, it is through the love of a woman for 
her husband and his love for her.  It’s God’s will that the love of husband, it’s His intention, His 
plan, that the love of husband and wife for each other is their spiritual path, their way to holiness, 
their way to union with God. 
 
It is through their commitment to one another that they create an environment of safety and love  
for their children. It is in their love that wife and husband and children become a Holy Family. 
 
In the Church, we describe marriage as a sacrament, one of the seven sacraments.  We may think 
that the sacrament happens on the wedding day but that’s just the beginning.  The real/total 
sacrament is the day to day love that husband and wife share with one another, which is best 
expressed in their generosity, their forgiveness and love which they share with each other and 
their children.  As a matter of fact, wife and husband are the sacrament. 
 
Today we talk about the New Evangelization.  One of the strongest forms of Evangelization is 
the Sacrament of Matrimony.  That’s where we see the Gospel in action, our love in action. It is 
out of your generosity and love that the grace, the true light of Jesus shines. 
 
It is my privilege, our privilege to see that sacrament right here among you today. 
 
Today, let the grace of the Eucharist rekindle your love for each other.  May the presence and 
example of the Holy Family be your encouragement. 
 
 
 
 


