
 
 
Nearly 50 years ago I was invited to visit the home of parishioners to celebrate a home Mass.  
At one point the elderly host invited me into the pantry.  I had a cold and he offered me a cure.  
For the first time in my life I had a shot of anisette – the cure – not bad. 
 
Later his wife took me aside.  She wanted to tell me something.  As a young woman, she had an 
abortion.  This was 60 years ago.  She had already confessed this sin several times but it stayed 
with her.  She still felt guilty, that she was unworthy as if this were an unforgiveable sin.  My 
heart went out to her.  She was a very good woman. 
 
Several times over the years I have encountered this same suffering – people unable or 
unwilling to forgive themselves, as if they still owed a debt.  Today’s Gospel gives us a grand 
picture of God’s generosity. 
 
There may be someone here today who believes that something they have done is not 
forgiven, unforgiveable.  Someone who may believe that they are just not good enough, never 
good enough.  This belief, the feeling may go back even as far as childhood when we first felt 
the darkness of shame, the feeling that we are flawed, defective, not good enough. 
 
But isn’t that belief placing limits on God, on God’s forgiveness?  It really isn’t necessary to 
punish ourselves for the rest of our lives. 
 
The image that has helped me over the years is that of Jesus crying out from the cross “Father 
forgive them for they know not what they do.” 
 
Surely that’s the lesson we see in today’s Gospel – God’s generosity.  They who come at the 
last hour receive the same reward as those who came first.  It’s baffling but it’s God’s logic, 
God’s generosity, God’s mercy. 
 
Can you try it on for size?  Can you surrender your shame to God’s mercy, to His generosity?  
Can you try it on for size – surrender the shame? 
 
I hope you will! 
God makes us to be a new creation. 
Feed now on His Body and Blood! 


