
 
A few months ago I received a phone call from my nephew Dan’s son who by the way is also 
Dan.  He invited me to his wedding next April.  His finance is a native of Ireland and much of 
her family still lives there.  The wedding will be in Derry, Northern Ireland. 
 
Well needless to say I hesitated.  That’s a long journey and will we even be permitted to enter 
Ireland.  Americans are not permitted to enter Ireland at this time. 
 
Have you ever received an invitation like this?  How did you respond?  Do you realize that your 
lives are filled with invitations?   
 
A scene from Scriptures that I have come to love is that of Jesus knocking at the door of a 
human heart.  He is inviting each of us to open the door of our heart.  He tells us, “If anyone 
opens, I will come in and have supper with you”.  Jesus is inviting us to dine with Him, really to 
intimacy with Him, to share our life with Him every moment of every day. 
 
Dorothy Day experienced the invitation of Jesus on the faces of the homeless and poor on the 
lower east side of Manhattan.  She fed Jesus. She clothed and sheltered Jesus. 
 
Mother Theresa saw Jesus in the dying people on the streets of Calcutta.  She brought them to 
a clean home where they could die with dignity and respect.  
 
The Family Promise Program which is so close to the heart of our parish welcomes homeless 
families and provides them with shelter.  Jesus is knocking at the door.  Jesus is being 
welcomed. 
 
Jesus is inviting us.  His invitation may be less dramatic but it is just as real.  He invites you to 
the banquet in the person of your spouse, your children, an ailing neighbor or relative.  He 
invites you daily to pray, to love the starving, to love the unlovable. 
 
The essence of the invitation Jesus is giving us is an invitation to life, an invitation to love.  
Jesus comes to us in a 1,000 different faces, in 1,000 different places. 
 
He comes to us today in the Eucharist.  He shares His body and blood with us. 
 
Please open the door of your heart.  Please accept His invitation.  I thought about getting each 
of you a letter opener so you could open up His invitation but don’t need one. 
 
Please accept His Body and Blood in the Eucharist. 
 
Please accept His call to eternal life with Him. 
 
Come to the Feast! 


