
A few years ago an elderly man was being admitted to the hospital.  When 

he got to his room a nurse came in and began filling out a hospital form.  

One question she asked him as “What is your religious preference?”  She 

was surprised at his response.  He said, “I’m so glad you asked me that 

question.  I’ve always wanted to be a Catholic, but nobody ever asked me 

before.  You’re the first one.” 

 

This story raises an embarrassing question.  Why do many of us fail to 

share our faith with others?  Look at Andrew in today’s Gospel.  Just as 

soon as he meets Jesus, he brings his brother Peter to meet Him.  Later on 

Andrew brings a boy with 5 loaves and 2 fish to Jesus.  And again Andrew 

brings some Greeks to meet Jesus.  What makes us so reluctant to share our 

faith?   

 

Some years ago a Chicago high school teacher asked each member of his 

class to interview 3 people about prayer.  They were to ask these 5 

questions:  1) do you pray? 2) Do you pray daily or only occasionally? 3) 

Why do you pray? 4) When you pray, how to you pray? 5) Who taught you 

to pray? 

 

The students were amazed that people were so willing to talk about prayer.  

They were also surprised that many of the people prayed daily.  The 

students were also surprised that may of their friends prayed. 

 

It’s obvious that people don’t want to be beat over the head with religion, 

with Jesus, but many people want to talk, they want to be listened to and 

maybe you’re just the right person.  Andrew a simple fisherman wanted to 

share the joy he had found.  He brought his brother Simon Peter to Him. 

 

Here’s what I’ve been thinking.  As you know the Catholic Church has 

closed 4 churches in our neighborhood.  We have also closed 4 grade 

schools and a high school.  We are the only Catholic Church left 

standing.At the same time there has been a dramatic increase in violence, 

drug dealing and even killing in our neighborhoods.  I am hoping that we 

can adopt our neighborhood as a focus for our prayer’ pray for our 

neighborhood especially in our Masses and prayers.  And then listen to God 

and one another for the next steps. 

 

Could we take on St. Andrew and St Patrick as our patrons? We pray to the 

Lord.  


