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This prayer really touchers my heart.  I hope it speaks strongly to you. 
 

         The Mission of My Life by Cardinal John Henry Newman 

God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has committed some    work to me 
which He has not committed to another. I have my mission. I may never know it in this life, but I 
shall be told it in the next. I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. He has 
not created me for naught. I shall do good; I shall do His work. I shall be an angel of peace, a 
preacher of truth in my own place, while not intending it if I do but keep His commandments. 
Therefore, I will trust Him, whatever I am, I can never be thrown away. If I am in sickness, my 
sickness may serve Him, in perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him. If I am in sorrow, my 
sorrow may serve Him. He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about. He may take away 
my friends. He may throw me among strangers. He may make me feel desolate, make my spirits 
sink, hide my future from me. Still, He knows what He is about. 

 
With all these many months of the COVID virus and more to come, with the 
weariness and fear, the boredom and the anger, with so much severe illness all 
around us and over 400,000 deaths, with the isolation especially during the 
holidays; and on top of all that the divisions among people around the election; the 
events surrounding the horrible scandal of racism in our country – How are you 
feeling? How are you doing? And God knows what else you are experiencing.  As 
you’ve been forced into quarantine or semi-quarantine, what’s happening to you? 
 
I find a lot of encouragement in today’s Gospel and especially in Cardinal 
Newman’s prayer.  Peter (Simon) and Andrew, James and John were fishermen.  
That was it.  Like their ancestors that was their life.  But no, God had a plan for 
them. 
 
What about you?  It may seem that your life is very ordinary, maybe meaningless.  
But in reality God has created you for a purpose, with some definite service to do.  
He has committed some work to you which he has not given to another. Somehow 
you are necessary for His purpose.  You have a part in His great work.  You are a 
link in a chain.  God has not created you for nothing. 
 
It may simply be to love your spouse, to encourage your children, maybe to look 
after a neighbor.  Maybe you are called to be a great leader or to bring the Gospel to 
a poverty stricken country. 
 



God has created each of us to do some definite service, something that no one else 
can do.  Your life is not senseless, is not a waste or failure. 
 
So, walk on through these difficult days with hope in your heart.  Listen to Jesus, 
“come after me, I will make you fishers of women and men.” 
 
Let Jesus strengthen you today in the Holy Eucharist.  


