
 

Several years ago I met an elderly gentleman, Nick DiNardo who was beloved in the 

parish, St. John the Baptist in Schenectady.  He was a barber and so he got to know many 

people. One of them was a minister, the Rev. George Lunn.  Rev. Lunn was a Socialist 

who was elected mayor of Schenectady and later he served in the US Congress.  In 1922 

Al Smith, a Catholic, invited him to be Lt. Governor. 

 

While running for mayor in Schenectady he had a favorite campaign speech during which 

he would declare, “The Republicans skin you up and the Democrats skin you down.” 

 

One day Mr. DiNardo went to Albany to pick up some business supplies.  While in 

Albany he decided to visit his friend Lt. Governor George Lunn.  After they met and 

exchanged pleasantries Mr. DiNardo asked Lt. Governor Lunn, “Which one are you, do 

you skin them up or do you skin them down?” 

 

One of the realities that we truly appreciate is TRUTH.  This past political campaign was 

difficult for us because of the frequent accusations of lies.  It has been very distressing.  

 

Today’s Gospel tells us that the people were astonished at Jesus’ teaching for He taught 

them as one having authority.  We hunger for the truth.  It satisfies a deep need that we 

all have.  That’s why we love our faith.  Jesus is the truth.  But nowadays can you find 

the truth about climate change and feminism and so many other issues that are on 

people’s mind? 

 

Well I was given a book for Christmas authored by Pope Frances. It’s not a book of 

infallible teaching but surprisingly a book of his personal reflections during Covid time.  

It includes his thoughts about world hunger, climate change, even feminism and much 

more.   The feeling, the sense that I get from reading his words are that he writes and 

speaks with authority.  I’ll give you some examples. 

 

He writes A.”I think of the strength of women in the Gospel….. they were able to hold it 

together, to get around obstacles in their  path and keep hope alive in their families and in 

the community.” Then the Pope asks “Could the Spirit be prompting us to recognize, 

value and integrate the fresh thinking that some women are bringing to this moment?” 

Again he writes “A free people is a people that remembers, is able to own its history 

rather than deny it and learns its best lessons.”  Can you imagine that effect this would 

have on owning the experience of racism in our country?” 

With regard to nursing homes during this Covid crisis he writes,  “Those who died were 

vulnerable not just because of their age but because of the condition in those nursing 

homes; underfunded, neglected, dependent on a high turnover of poorly paid workers.” 

 

Jesus tells us “the truth will make you free.”  We have the ability to know that truth.  The 

Holy Spirit enlightens our hearts and minds.  We can feel the truth, know the truth.  Jesus 

speaks with authority! 


