
 
 
Dr. Tom Dooley captured the imagination of the world in the 1950’s.  Do any of 
you remember him? After graduating from medical school, he enlisted in the 
Navy as a doctor.  He found himself aboard a ship sailing off the coast of 
Vietnam.  The ship’s crew came upon a boat drifting helplessly on the ocean.  
The sailors rescued nearly 1,000 refugees, many of them were diseased and sick.  
Since Dooley was the only doctor on the ship he had to tackle the job of giving 
medical aid to these people. 
 
It was backbreaking but he discovered what a little medicine for sick people like 
this could do.  
 
Hours later he said, I stopped a moment to straighten my shoulders and made a 
discovery – the biggest of my life.  I was happy treating these people, happier 
than I had ever been before.   
 
Dooley’s experience changed his life.  One of Dr. Dooley’s favorite Bible 
passages was the Gospel we just read, the Beatitudes in the Sermon on the 
Mount.  His work among the refugees that day gave him a much deeper 
understanding of Jesus’ teaching of the Beatitudes, for his own life. 
 
One of the core teachings in the Old Testament is the10 Commandments.  You 
remember how God gave Moses the two stone tablets on top of the mountain 
amid peals of thunder and lightning. 
 
Today’s Gospel is much more peaceful.  Jesus goes up on the mountain but His 
teaching is quieter and peaceful and surely much more positive.  The 10 
Commandments were the moral code of the Jewish people.  They are their 
moral, spiritual code.  In today’s Gospel we have something far more positive.  
It’s something like a positive expression of the Commandments and it serves us 
as our moral code.  It is the Charter of the Kingdom of God.  I hope you’ll go 
over it again and again and then over again.  They teach us the real meaning of 
Love and the Coming among us of the Kingdom of God, the coming of the Son 
of god in human flesh.  
 
Please receive the Eucharist to deepen your sharing in God’s kingdom. 


